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OPENING FEB 20TH 
 

What an exciting time to be involved in the new 

local ministry at the Summit of Fort Payne, a 

residential discipleship and mentoring program for 

women struggling with life controlling issues.  On 

February 20, 2017, we are taking our first residents 

and officially opening.  Preparing for this day has 

been an adventure and we have seen people from all 

over North Alabama volunteer and join forces with 

us for such a time as this.  Churches, individuals, 

ladies Ministry Groups and local businesses have 

shown the love of God through prayer, financial 

generosity and hours of volunteer labor.  What an 

outpouring of love for those ladies coming into The 

Summit. 
 

Be sure to like us on our Facebook page at The 

Summit of Fort Payne. Additional information is 

posted on the FB page as well as a 7-minute video 

that explains in more detail about the ministry. 

    

What an honor it is to be a part of this exciting 

ministry. 
 

Blessings!! 

 
 

Debra L. Garner, LCC, MCC 

Executive Director 

The Summit of Fort Payne 

P. O Box 215, Rainsville, Alabama 35986 

 

 

 
 

The Summit, God’s sanctuary for hope and healing, a 

place set apart as a refuge for God, “to console those 

who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil 

of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 

of heaviness; that they may be called trees of 

righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be 

glorified”. 

Isaiah 61:3 

 

      As I drove up to the gates of The Summit this 

morning, I was excited.  I didn’t really know what to 

expect but I do know how desperately needed a faith 

based facility is in North Alabama.  Having done a few 

speaking engagements with Mrs. Debbie, the visionary 

that I now call my friend, I am familiar with the story of 

how the Chick-fil-A family donated an amazing property 

to this ministry.  Sometimes you see the hand of God in 

every part of a plan and this has definitely been one of 

those times.  Knowing the story, and seeing the 

outpouring of love and support for this ministry in no 

way prepared me for the experience of seeing this place.  

It’s beautiful, the kind of beauty that inspires silence.  As 

we walked around the houses on the property, our talk 

changed from one of program stuff, to the amazing 

might of our Heavenly Father, and how much he loves 

these women.  I began to think about when I fell in love 

with the Lord.  He takes what is broken and makes it 

beautiful.  He gives us beauty for ashes, and it is indeed 

only ashes we have to give.  I remember feeling so 

worthless.  The women coming to the Summit equate 

their worth with their bondage.  They have no idea how 

much God loves them or how valuable and beautiful 

they are – they call themselves by their sin BUT GOD 

WILL CALL THEM BY THEIR NAME AND 

MIRACLES WILL HAPPEN!  It is such a beautiful 

thing to realize you aren’t worthless, that there is a God 

who loves you enough to send His Son for you, that He 

promises a future and a hope, and He delivers.  The 

realization hit me, these women are going to have the 

most beautiful experience of their lives in the most 

beautiful environment you can imagine.  I started crying 

and smiling, because God never fails in His ability to 

shock us with His perfection.  He is so faithful. 

      

                                                       
Jordanna     

 



 
THE FIRST ANNUAL BANQUET AND AUCTION 

 

On January 25, we had our first banquet and auction in 

support of the ministry.  Our community and surrounding 

community came together to make this a huge success.  We 

were blessed to have Casey Hicks Rice from DeKalb County, 

speak about her personal experience with recovery in a 

program similar to that of The Summit.  In her testimony, she 

spoke of Lazarus being called out of the grave by Jesus and 

how he came out still wearing his grave clothes.  She then said 

so beautifully that these ladies we will still be wearing their 

grave clothes and that the Summit will be the place where they 

step into their new life. 

 

Jordanna Rowley, another local young lady, sang about dry 

bones coming to life.  It was an emotionally charged evening, 

as these ladies are both testimonies to the faithfulness of our 

Father, and to the promise He gives in Isaiah being true.  He 

does give beauty for ashes. 

 

“Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise; 

we call out to dry bones come alive come 

alive” - These lyrics taken out of Ezekiel 37. 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CORPORATE 

BANQUET SPONSORS 
 

Zaxby’s of Fort Payne 

Jackson County Community Corrections 

Twin City Used Car Sales 

Turf Tamer, Inc. 

Unclaimed Baggage 

Fort Payne Feed and Garden Center 

First Choice Personnel of Fort Payne, Inc. 

Nucor 

Farmers Telecommunications 

Chattanooga Industrial Motors, Inc. 

Color Masters 

MDA Professional Group 

Nana Poppins 

Cobb, Allen and Hall Insurance 

Citizen’s Bank 

First State Bank 

Jarvis Communications 

Gas House Metal Solutions 

24 HOUR PRAYER 

“…The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 

availeth much”  James 5:16.  We know that the 

same God that created this universe holds each 

moment, life, and heart in His hands, and will listen 

attentively to His children and move on their behalf.  

We are starting a 24-hour prayer vigil for our 

ministry.  Our hope is that twenty-four hours a day 

the residents of the Summit as well as the staff will 

be covered in prayer.  If you want to be a part of 

this special prayer ministry, please call or text 

Phyllis Sanders at 256-996-3234 to schedule a one 

hour time slot each week. 

 

OPEN HOUSE 
We are having an open house at The Summit on Sunday, 

March 26th from 1-4 pm to give you an opportunity to 
see the ministry and celebrate what God is doing.  You 
are welcome to bring a “house warming” gift for the 
occasion.  Many of you have asked what we need and we 
have posted a “wish list” on Amazon.  We look forward 
to seeing you and updating you on the ministry. 

  

OPPORTUNITY   

TO  

INVEST 
Being a faith-based ministry means being entirely 

privately funded by churches, businesses and 

individuals.  For the Summit to teach our residents 

about Jesus and His saving transforming power, we 

are relying on God’s people to provide.  The Lord 

has been so good to us and many local businesses 

and individuals have taken the opportunity to invest 

in changing lives.  The cost of one lady per month is 

$1,500.  Many of these ladies will be coming out of 

jail and have no funds to get the help they need.  So 

we invite you to partner with us by becoming a 

monthly sponsor in one of the following ways: 

 

• Corporate Member by giving $1,500/month 

• Platinum Member by giving $500/month 

• Gold Member by giving $100/month 

• Silver Member by giving $25/month 

Your donation can be:  

• Mailed to: The Summit,  PO Box 215, 

Rainsville, Alabama 35986 

• Set up to be electronically transmitted 

• Donate through PayPal on our website at 

www.summitoffortpayne.com 

 


